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behind the crest. It was the beginning of a vast system of field
fortification on a scale, till then, never seen in war. It was to
make the fighting in France and Belgium for years to come one
tremendous siege.

The Battle of the Aisne ended in a deadlock. The heights
had become a fortress that could not be rushed. The French
tried to turn the barrier by a flank march up the Oise valley,
and found themselves faced by a new enemy line extending
northwards. Both sides brought up fresh forces to extend these
new fronts, and by the end of September the fighting line had
its north flank about Arras. Fresh German armies were now
pouring into Belgium. In the last week of September Antwerp
was attacked. The southern forts were silenced and laid in ruin
by the German siege howitzers. The situation became hope-
less. The Belgian field army was withdrawn westward to save
it from a Sedan, and on the loth October the besiegers occupied
the city.

The British army in France had been moved up from the
Aisne front to the north. Fresh troops from England had been
landed to cover the Belgian retirement. French divisions were
being pushed up to assist in checking a new German raid into
northern France. The rescuing moves came just too late to
save Lille from capture. In Belgium the enemy occupied Ghent,
Bruges, Zeebrugge, and Ostend, while French, Belgians, and
British took up a defence line along the river Yser and south-
eastward by Ypres to the frontier. Only a little corner of western
Belgium was left. As the Allies and the invaders entrenched
themselves there grew up roughly parallel fighting fronts extend-
ing for more than 400 miles, from the North Sea coast to the
Swiss frontier near Belfort.

It was a strange development never known before. There
had indeed been instances in early centuries of great nations
erecting continuous barriers along a whole frontier, such as the
Roman walls across northern England and the barrier of forts
and stockades that guarded the imperial frontier between Rhine
and Danube against the German tribes, and, most famous of
all, the Great Wall of China stretching for 1400 miles over hill